
KSA	
  and	
  its	
  members	
  have	
  been	
  the	
  stewards	
  of	
  Kingwood’s	
  entries	
  for	
  decades.	
  We	
  
worked	
  with	
  TxDOT	
  for	
  seven	
  years	
  to	
  ensure	
  that,	
  aAer	
  US	
  Highway	
  59	
  
reconstrucFon,	
  the	
  entries	
  to	
  Kingwood	
  would	
  be	
  improved	
  and	
  beauFfied	
  as	
  quickly	
  
as	
  possible.	
  

TxDOT	
  actually	
  owns	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  land	
  adjacent	
  to	
  our	
  entries.	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  land	
  inside	
  
the	
  “bell-­‐shaped	
  curves”	
  that	
  previously	
  formed	
  highway	
  entrance	
  and	
  exit	
  ramps.	
  
Hospital	
  CorporaFon	
  of	
  America	
  (HCA),	
  operator	
  of	
  the	
  HCA/Kingwood	
  Medical	
  
Center	
  wants	
  to	
  purchase	
  this	
  land	
  on	
  the	
  southwest	
  corner	
  of	
  US	
  59	
  and	
  Kingwood	
  
Drive.	
  

Because	
  KSA	
  acts	
  as	
  steward	
  for	
  Kingwood’s	
  entries	
  and	
  because	
  of	
  KSA’s	
  contribuFon	
  
to	
  beauFfying	
  the	
  Kingwood	
  corridor	
  aAer	
  the	
  reconstrucFon	
  of	
  US	
  59,	
  TxDOT	
  asked	
  
HCA	
  to	
  obtain	
  KSA’s	
  support	
  for	
  the	
  sale	
  of	
  the	
  land.	
  

This	
  presentaFon	
  was	
  originally	
  developed	
  to	
  help	
  HCA	
  understand	
  KSA’s	
  history	
  with	
  
these	
  corners.	
  It	
  has	
  been	
  slightly	
  reworded	
  to	
  help	
  Kingwood	
  residents	
  understand	
  
the	
  same.	
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KSA	
  is	
  a	
  non-­‐profit	
  organizaFon.	
  We	
  are	
  comprised	
  enFrely	
  of	
  volunteers	
  who	
  care	
  
passionately	
  about	
  Kingwood.	
  

Those	
  volunteers	
  come	
  from	
  Kingwood’s	
  29	
  community	
  and	
  commercial	
  associaFons	
  which	
  
band	
  together	
  in	
  a	
  co-­‐operaFve	
  associaFon.	
  Together	
  our	
  members	
  represent	
  almost	
  19,000	
  
households	
  on	
  both	
  sides	
  of	
  the	
  river.	
  Those	
  19,000	
  households	
  include	
  an	
  esFmated	
  65,000	
  
residents.	
  	
  

Through	
  our	
  member	
  commercial	
  associaFons,	
  we	
  also	
  represent	
  hundreds	
  of	
  area	
  
businesses	
  along	
  Northpark	
  Drive,	
  Kingwood	
  Drive,	
  Lake	
  Houston	
  Parkway	
  and	
  in	
  Town	
  
Center.	
  

People	
  also	
  need	
  to	
  understand	
  that	
  many	
  churches,	
  schools	
  and	
  non-­‐profit	
  organizaFons	
  fall	
  
within	
  the	
  boundaries	
  of	
  these	
  community	
  and	
  commercial	
  associaFons,	
  and	
  are	
  served	
  by	
  
them.	
  	
  

As	
  the	
  steward	
  for	
  our	
  entries	
  and	
  parks,	
  KSA	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  largest	
  landowners	
  in	
  Kingwood.	
  
We	
  own	
  five	
  parks	
  and	
  recreaFon	
  areas	
  and	
  land	
  on	
  both	
  sides	
  of	
  Kingwood	
  Drive	
  between	
  
US	
  59	
  and	
  Loop	
  494	
  that	
  total	
  375	
  acres.	
  

We	
  also	
  maintain	
  property	
  that	
  doesn’t	
  belong	
  to	
  us	
  –	
  for	
  instance	
  the	
  TxDOT	
  property	
  on	
  
both	
  sides	
  of	
  US	
  59	
  at	
  Northpark	
  Drive	
  and	
  Kingwood	
  Drive.	
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KSA	
  was	
  formed	
  by	
  Friendswood	
  in	
  1976.	
  

People	
  who	
  used	
  to	
  work	
  for	
  Friendswood	
  in	
  those	
  days	
  talk	
  about	
  how	
  they	
  
experimented	
  with	
  various	
  forms	
  of	
  decision	
  making	
  in	
  the	
  different	
  communiFes	
  
they	
  developed.	
  In	
  Kingwood,	
  they	
  say,	
  they	
  wanted	
  to	
  push	
  decision-­‐making	
  as	
  far	
  
down	
  into	
  the	
  community	
  as	
  possible…right	
  down	
  to	
  the	
  grass	
  roots	
  level.	
  

The	
  result	
  was	
  KSA	
  and	
  its	
  member	
  associaFons	
  which	
  meet	
  in	
  neighborhoods	
  
throughout	
  Kingwood.	
  

AssociaFons	
  maintain	
  their	
  own	
  entries,	
  pools	
  and	
  playgrounds.	
  They	
  also	
  enforce	
  
deed	
  restricFons	
  and	
  pay	
  a	
  small	
  porFon	
  of	
  residents’	
  annual	
  associaFon	
  dues	
  to	
  KSA.	
  

KSA	
  focuses	
  on	
  shared	
  interests	
  among	
  the	
  associaFons.	
  Those	
  are	
  things	
  that	
  the	
  
enFre	
  community	
  needs,	
  but	
  which	
  are	
  too	
  big	
  for	
  any	
  one	
  associaFon	
  to	
  handle.	
  
Examples	
  include	
  maintenance	
  and	
  improvement	
  of	
  our	
  major	
  entries.	
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KSA’s	
  mission	
  has	
  evolved	
  over	
  the	
  years	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  the	
  community.	
  
Currently,	
  we	
  focus	
  on	
  entry	
  beauFficaFon	
  and	
  preservaFon	
  at	
  Northpark	
  Drive	
  and	
  
Kingwood	
  Drive.	
  We	
  helped	
  Kings	
  River	
  replace	
  aging	
  pylon	
  signs	
  on	
  Lake	
  Houston	
  
Parkway	
  and	
  FM	
  1960.	
  We	
  also	
  helped	
  the	
  Town	
  Center	
  Commercial	
  AssociaFon	
  fund	
  
the	
  fountain	
  at	
  Kingwood	
  Drive	
  and	
  West	
  Lake	
  Houston	
  Parkway.	
  

The	
  proporFon	
  of	
  our	
  budget	
  spent	
  on	
  entries	
  varies	
  each	
  year	
  depending	
  on	
  
whether	
  we	
  are	
  making	
  any	
  capital	
  improvements.	
  In	
  years	
  without	
  capital	
  
improvements,	
  the	
  percentage	
  of	
  the	
  budget	
  spent	
  on	
  maintenance	
  ranges	
  from	
  10	
  –	
  
20	
  percent.	
  At	
  the	
  height	
  of	
  renovaFons	
  aAer	
  the	
  reconstrucFon	
  of	
  US	
  59,	
  that	
  
percentage	
  climbed	
  to	
  47	
  percent	
  one	
  year.	
  

Virtually	
  every	
  Kingwood	
  resident	
  and	
  business	
  helps	
  fund	
  these	
  entries	
  through	
  their	
  
associaFon	
  dues.	
  The	
  average	
  household	
  contribuFon	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  entries	
  aAer	
  US	
  
59	
  reconstrucFon	
  was	
  about	
  $75.	
  So	
  these	
  are	
  truly	
  community	
  efforts	
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Each	
  associaFon	
  has	
  a	
  seat	
  on	
  KSA’s	
  board	
  of	
  directors.	
  Each	
  associaFon	
  is	
  also	
  enFtled	
  to	
  send	
  representaFves	
  to	
  
KSA’s	
  two	
  standing	
  commiiees:	
  Parks	
  and	
  Public	
  Safety.	
  

The	
  board	
  of	
  directors	
  meets	
  quarterly	
  in	
  January,	
  April,	
  July	
  and	
  October	
  on	
  the	
  third	
  Thursday	
  of	
  those	
  months.	
  
The	
  meeFngs	
  are	
  held	
  at	
  the	
  South	
  Woodland	
  Hills	
  Community	
  Room	
  at	
  2030	
  Shadow	
  Rock.	
  MeeFngs	
  begin	
  at	
  
7PM.	
  	
  

The	
  Parks	
  commiiee	
  meets	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  Fme	
  and	
  place,	
  but	
  monthly	
  on	
  the	
  first	
  Thursday	
  of	
  every	
  month.	
  
The	
  Public	
  Safety	
  Commiiee	
  also	
  meets	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  Fme	
  and	
  place,	
  but	
  on	
  the	
  second	
  Wednesday	
  of	
  every	
  
month.	
  

We	
  encourage	
  residents	
  to	
  aiend	
  these	
  meeFngs.	
  They	
  may	
  speak	
  for	
  up	
  to	
  3	
  minutes	
  at	
  the	
  start	
  of	
  each	
  
meeFng.	
  

KSA	
  employs	
  zero-­‐based	
  budgeFng.	
  Each	
  year,	
  the	
  associaFons	
  have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  cut	
  funding	
  for	
  anything	
  
they	
  don’t	
  like	
  and	
  add	
  funding	
  for	
  anything	
  they	
  do.	
  And	
  each	
  year	
  for	
  decades,	
  both	
  the	
  KSA	
  Parks	
  Commiiee	
  
and	
  Board	
  have	
  consistently	
  voted	
  to	
  maintain	
  and	
  improve	
  Kingwood’s	
  entries.	
  

However,	
  according	
  to	
  its	
  by-­‐laws,	
  only	
  the	
  KSA	
  Board	
  can	
  actually	
  approve	
  projects,	
  expenditures	
  and	
  policies	
  for	
  
KSA.	
  

Hundreds	
  of	
  people	
  represenFng	
  tens	
  of	
  thousands	
  more	
  have	
  contributed	
  their	
  Fme	
  and	
  hard-­‐earned	
  income	
  to	
  
improve	
  and	
  maintain	
  our	
  entries.	
  Every	
  household	
  in	
  Kingwood	
  has	
  a	
  stake	
  in	
  those	
  entries.	
  People	
  here	
  enjoy	
  an	
  
excellent	
  environment	
  and	
  they	
  care	
  passionately	
  about	
  preserving	
  it.	
  That’s	
  why	
  most	
  residents	
  chose	
  to	
  move	
  
here.	
  

KSA	
  recognizes	
  this	
  and	
  that’s	
  why	
  we	
  fight	
  so	
  hard	
  to	
  preserve	
  our	
  entries.	
  The	
  entries	
  are	
  something	
  that	
  make	
  
Kingwood	
  unique.	
  They	
  are	
  our	
  front	
  door	
  –	
  a	
  signature	
  feature	
  and	
  a	
  defining	
  element	
  of	
  the	
  Livable	
  Forest.	
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At	
  the	
  right	
  are	
  two	
  images	
  of	
  the	
  corner	
  in	
  quesFon.	
  KSA	
  began	
  maintaining	
  this	
  land	
  
around	
  1980	
  and	
  we	
  conFnue	
  to	
  do	
  so	
  to	
  this	
  day…despite	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  this	
  corner	
  
lies	
  within	
  the	
  boundaries	
  of	
  Kingwood	
  Place	
  West,	
  a	
  commercial	
  associaFon	
  that	
  	
  
has	
  never	
  joined	
  KSA	
  or	
  contributed	
  to	
  any	
  KSA	
  projects.	
  Twenty-­‐nine	
  OTHER	
  
associaFons	
  maintain	
  this	
  property	
  because	
  they	
  feel	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  for	
  all	
  of	
  
Kingwood.	
  

During	
  highway	
  construcFon	
  in	
  the	
  mid-­‐2000’s,	
  KSA	
  and	
  those	
  29	
  associaFons	
  
partnered	
  with	
  TxDOT	
  to	
  plant	
  more	
  than	
  6000	
  trees	
  on	
  both	
  sides	
  of	
  US	
  59.	
  	
  

Kingwood	
  Place	
  West	
  claims	
  that	
  no	
  KSA	
  funds	
  were	
  used	
  west	
  of	
  US	
  59.	
  That	
  claim	
  
ignores	
  several	
  facts.	
  We	
  have	
  been	
  maintaining	
  those	
  corners	
  for	
  decades.	
  We	
  
contributed	
  nearly	
  a	
  half	
  million	
  dollars	
  to	
  improving	
  Kingwood’s	
  entries.	
  That	
  made	
  
TxDOT’s	
  budget	
  go	
  farther.	
  Kingwood	
  Place	
  West	
  contributed	
  no	
  cash	
  to	
  entry	
  
renovaFons.	
  	
  

Kingwood	
  Place	
  West	
  did	
  contribute	
  water	
  to	
  help	
  irrigate	
  newly	
  planted	
  trees,	
  but	
  
then,	
  so	
  did	
  KSA.	
  

It’s	
  impossible	
  to	
  draw	
  a	
  line	
  between	
  one	
  dollar	
  and	
  one	
  tree.	
  MulFple	
  parFes	
  
contributed	
  in	
  mulFple	
  ways	
  to	
  achieve	
  one	
  unified	
  goal.	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  team	
  effort.	
  	
  

On	
  the	
  pages	
  that	
  follow	
  you’ll	
  see	
  exactly	
  how	
  hard	
  KSA	
  worked	
  for	
  the	
  benefit	
  of	
  
everyone,	
  including	
  the	
  hospital	
  and	
  Kingwood	
  Place	
  West.	
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KSA’s	
  involvement	
  began	
  in	
  2002	
  when	
  TxDOT	
  announced	
  its	
  plans	
  to	
  widen	
  and	
  improve	
  US	
  59.	
  

At	
  this	
  Fme	
  Kingwood	
  Drive	
  and	
  Northpark	
  Drive	
  went	
  OVER	
  US	
  59	
  instead	
  of	
  UNDER	
  it	
  like	
  they	
  do	
  today.	
  
People	
  entered	
  and	
  exited	
  the	
  freeway	
  from	
  ramps	
  at	
  the	
  base	
  of	
  each	
  bridge.	
  TxDOT	
  owned	
  the	
  land	
  inside	
  these	
  ramps	
  and	
  
sFll	
  owns	
  it	
  today	
  even	
  though	
  the	
  ramps	
  no	
  longer	
  exist.	
  

KSA	
  saw	
  this	
  new	
  approach	
  would	
  radically	
  affect	
  the	
  appearance	
  of	
  Kingwood’s	
  entries.	
  We	
  immediately	
  sent	
  a	
  leier	
  to	
  TxDOT	
  
announcing	
  our	
  desire	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  them.	
  

The	
  next	
  year,	
  we	
  established	
  a	
  Landscaping	
  subcommiiee	
  to	
  begin	
  working	
  with	
  TxDOT.	
  

In	
  2004,	
  we	
  learned	
  the	
  extent	
  of	
  their	
  plans.	
  They	
  were	
  only	
  going	
  to	
  plant	
  trees	
  and	
  nothing	
  else.	
  We	
  met	
  with	
  them	
  again	
  in	
  
2005	
  to	
  determine	
  how	
  we	
  could	
  supplement	
  their	
  plans.	
  

By	
  2006,	
  highway	
  reconstrucFon	
  was	
  in	
  full-­‐swing.	
  Most	
  residents	
  remember	
  “Mt.	
  Kingwood”	
  from	
  this	
  period.	
  A	
  massive	
  pile	
  of	
  
dirt	
  that	
  TxDOT	
  stockpiled	
  for	
  rebuilding	
  the	
  freeway	
  on	
  the	
  south	
  side	
  of	
  Kingwood	
  Drive.	
  	
  

KSA	
  worked	
  intensely	
  with	
  TxDOT	
  throughout	
  this	
  year.	
  We	
  drew	
  up	
  specs	
  for	
  design	
  enhancements,	
  researched	
  the	
  leading	
  
landscape	
  architects	
  in	
  the	
  region,	
  then	
  sent	
  out	
  requests	
  for	
  proposals	
  (RFPs)	
  to	
  nine	
  of	
  them.	
  Six	
  responded.	
  We	
  met	
  with	
  each	
  
to	
  discuss	
  the	
  project.	
  They	
  then	
  submiied	
  presentaFons	
  that	
  included	
  descripFons	
  of	
  their	
  capabiliFes.	
  These	
  presentaFons	
  to	
  
KSA	
  also	
  included	
  rough,	
  conceptual	
  sketches	
  of	
  their	
  ideas,	
  plans	
  and	
  costs	
  for	
  entry	
  renovaFon.	
  

AAer	
  months	
  of	
  discussions	
  with	
  these	
  firms,	
  we	
  selected	
  a	
  winner	
  and	
  started	
  developing	
  Fghter	
  plans	
  and	
  cost	
  esFmates.	
  

During	
  this	
  period,	
  we	
  were	
  constantly	
  communicaFng	
  with	
  TxDOT	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  that	
  our	
  plans	
  were	
  in	
  sync	
  with	
  theirs.	
  
We	
  all	
  wanted	
  residents	
  to	
  see	
  each	
  entry	
  as	
  one	
  unified,	
  NATURAL	
  area,	
  not	
  as	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  strip	
  centers	
  and	
  parking	
  lots	
  like	
  
those	
  found	
  everywhere	
  else	
  in	
  Houston.	
  We	
  wanted	
  our	
  entries	
  to	
  signal	
  the	
  excepFonal	
  environmental	
  quality	
  found	
  in	
  
Kingwood.	
  

Toward	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  2006,	
  the	
  KSA	
  Parks	
  commiiee	
  approved	
  plans	
  for	
  the	
  entries	
  at	
  Kingwood	
  Drive	
  and	
  Northpark.	
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We	
  then	
  finalized	
  cost	
  esFmates.	
  We	
  also	
  worked	
  with	
  TxDOT	
  to	
  allocate	
  costs	
  and	
  
ensure	
  that	
  the	
  west	
  side	
  of	
  US	
  59	
  remained	
  natural.	
  	
  

Next,	
  we	
  submiied	
  a	
  formal	
  ApplicaFon	
  for	
  Landscape	
  Cost	
  Sharing	
  for	
  Private	
  
EnFFes	
  to	
  TxDOT	
  which	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  Texas	
  TransportaFon	
  Commission	
  approved	
  
several	
  months	
  later.	
  

During	
  this	
  period,	
  we	
  met	
  with	
  a	
  local	
  business	
  owner	
  trying	
  to	
  purchase	
  the	
  
northeast	
  quadrant	
  of	
  US	
  59	
  and	
  Kingwood	
  Drive	
  from	
  TxDOT.	
  We	
  told	
  him	
  that	
  the	
  
community	
  did	
  not	
  support	
  his	
  purchase	
  and	
  then	
  made	
  a	
  presentaFon	
  to	
  TxDOT	
  
expressing	
  the	
  community’s	
  interest	
  in	
  keeping	
  the	
  land	
  in	
  the	
  public	
  domain	
  so	
  that	
  
our	
  entry	
  project	
  could	
  move	
  forward.	
  

This	
  was	
  the	
  first	
  of	
  many	
  aiempts	
  to	
  purchase	
  TxDOT	
  land	
  adjacent	
  to	
  our	
  entries.	
  
KSA	
  has	
  consistently	
  advocated	
  for	
  preservaFon	
  and	
  TxDOT	
  has	
  consistently	
  
supported	
  us.	
  

By	
  the	
  middle	
  of	
  2007,	
  we	
  were	
  locking	
  down	
  plans	
  and	
  submimng	
  specs	
  to	
  TxDOT.	
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By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  2007,	
  we	
  were	
  finalizing	
  those	
  plans.	
  There	
  was	
  a	
  major	
  “last	
  minute”	
  change.	
  
TxDOT	
  urged	
  us	
  to	
  move	
  the	
  obelisk	
  from	
  a	
  posiFon	
  next	
  to	
  the	
  freeway	
  in	
  case	
  they	
  needed	
  
to	
  widen	
  the	
  freeway	
  and	
  its	
  frontage	
  roads	
  again,	
  like	
  they	
  have	
  on	
  I-­‐10.	
  We	
  revised	
  the	
  
plans	
  one	
  last	
  Fme	
  and	
  began	
  bidding	
  the	
  construcFon	
  porFon	
  of	
  the	
  work	
  early	
  the	
  next	
  
year.	
  

In	
  April	
  of	
  2008,	
  we	
  signed	
  a	
  formal	
  contract	
  with	
  TxDOT	
  that	
  spelled	
  out	
  what	
  each	
  party	
  
was	
  obligated	
  to	
  do.	
  

Less	
  than	
  a	
  month	
  later,	
  another	
  developer	
  tried	
  to	
  purchase	
  both	
  the	
  northeast	
  and	
  
southeast	
  quadrants	
  at	
  Northpark.	
  

Again,	
  we	
  advocated	
  preservaFon.	
  Again,	
  TxDOT	
  supported	
  us.	
  

And	
  construcFon	
  moved	
  forward.	
  By	
  December,	
  the	
  bulk	
  of	
  the	
  construcFon	
  was	
  completed.	
  
TxDOT	
  helped	
  us	
  move	
  thousands	
  of	
  yards	
  of	
  surplus	
  earth	
  to	
  form	
  the	
  berms	
  which	
  create	
  a	
  
circle	
  of	
  nature	
  at	
  Kingwood	
  Drive.	
  A	
  double	
  row	
  of	
  cypress	
  trees	
  	
  dots	
  the	
  tops	
  of	
  those	
  
berms.	
  The	
  tree	
  line	
  then	
  moves	
  into	
  the	
  lakes.	
  Fountains	
  and	
  walls	
  at	
  the	
  back	
  of	
  the	
  lakes	
  
complete	
  the	
  circle	
  

We	
  also	
  enlarged	
  the	
  north	
  lake	
  approximately	
  50%,	
  built	
  a	
  peninsula	
  into	
  the	
  lake,	
  and	
  built	
  
three	
  blade	
  walls	
  (two	
  brackeFng	
  Kingwood	
  Drive	
  and	
  one	
  on	
  the	
  peninsula).	
  Then	
  we	
  
erected	
  a	
  27	
  foot	
  tall	
  obelisk	
  with	
  the	
  Kingwood	
  logo	
  behind	
  the	
  blade	
  wall	
  on	
  the	
  peninsula.	
  
We	
  also	
  installed	
  40	
  secFons	
  of	
  irrigaFon,	
  separate	
  controllers	
  for	
  each,	
  and	
  up-­‐lights	
  on	
  the	
  
trees.	
  	
  

By	
  early	
  2009,	
  it	
  also	
  became	
  apparent	
  that	
  we	
  needed	
  more	
  plants	
  and	
  trees	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  
area	
  at	
  Kingwood	
  Drive	
  look	
  complete.	
  We	
  dug	
  in	
  and	
  got	
  the	
  job	
  done.	
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AAer	
  that,	
  we	
  cleaned	
  the	
  area	
  up,	
  remedied	
  irrigaFon	
  problems,	
  addressed	
  lighFng	
  problems,	
  and	
  expanded	
  the	
  electrical	
  
service	
  to	
  handle	
  all	
  the	
  fountains,	
  plus	
  new	
  lights,	
  pumps	
  and	
  irrigaFon	
  controllers.	
  

We	
  also	
  fought	
  a	
  drought	
  and	
  helped	
  make	
  arrangements	
  for	
  supplemental	
  watering	
  because	
  it	
  seemed	
  that	
  the	
  irrigaFon	
  
system	
  just	
  couldn’t	
  get	
  enough	
  water	
  on	
  the	
  new	
  trees	
  at	
  that	
  Fme.	
  

At	
  Northpark,	
  we	
  discovered	
  that	
  we	
  couldn’t	
  Fe	
  into	
  city	
  water	
  mains	
  where	
  city	
  plans	
  showed	
  we	
  could.	
  A	
  steel	
  sleeve	
  around	
  
the	
  water	
  mains	
  extended	
  two	
  hundred	
  feet	
  beyond	
  where	
  it	
  was	
  supposed	
  to	
  stop.	
  The	
  City	
  would	
  not	
  let	
  us	
  cut	
  through	
  this	
  
sleeve	
  so	
  we	
  had	
  to	
  revise	
  all	
  of	
  our	
  electrical	
  and	
  irrigaFon	
  work.	
  In	
  effect,	
  we	
  landscaped	
  this	
  area	
  twice.	
  

And	
  when	
  it	
  was	
  done,	
  we	
  realized	
  that	
  it	
  looked	
  dark	
  at	
  night	
  compared	
  to	
  Kingwood	
  Drive.	
  So	
  again,	
  the	
  community	
  
associaFons	
  dug	
  deep	
  and	
  came	
  up	
  with	
  another	
  $20,000	
  to	
  add	
  extra	
  electrical	
  service,	
  and	
  light	
  the	
  flower	
  beds	
  and	
  trees.	
  

When	
  the	
  work	
  was	
  finally	
  done,	
  we	
  all	
  breathed	
  a	
  sigh	
  of	
  relief,	
  but	
  not	
  for	
  long.	
  

By	
  contract,	
  TxDOT	
  was	
  supposed	
  to	
  maintain	
  the	
  entries	
  for	
  a	
  period	
  of	
  two	
  years.	
  This	
  was	
  the	
  warranty	
  period	
  on	
  the	
  trees	
  
they	
  planted.	
  Their	
  contractor	
  was	
  supposed	
  to	
  assume	
  maintenance	
  responsibiliFes	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  no	
  one	
  nicked	
  tree	
  trunks.	
  
Had	
  we	
  maintained	
  the	
  area,	
  the	
  warranty	
  on	
  the	
  trees	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  voided.	
  No	
  one	
  wanted	
  that.	
  

However,	
  it	
  quickly	
  became	
  apparent	
  that	
  the	
  AusFn-­‐based	
  contractor	
  TxDOT	
  hired	
  was	
  not	
  maintaining	
  the	
  entries	
  to	
  Kingwood	
  
standards.	
  Weeds	
  were	
  growing	
  knee	
  high.	
  Residents	
  complained.	
  

Again,	
  KSA	
  met	
  with	
  TxDOT	
  to	
  work	
  out	
  a	
  soluFon.	
  TxDOT	
  urged	
  its	
  contractor	
  to	
  hire	
  ours	
  to	
  do	
  the	
  maintenance	
  work.	
  And	
  KSA	
  
paid	
  both.	
  	
  	
  

We	
  didn’t	
  have	
  to	
  do	
  it	
  but	
  we	
  did…to	
  make	
  Kingwood	
  look	
  beier.	
  This	
  maintenance	
  included	
  the	
  west	
  side	
  of	
  US	
  59.	
  We	
  began	
  
maintaining	
  that	
  area	
  around	
  1980	
  and	
  our	
  maintenance	
  conFnues	
  to	
  this	
  day.	
  We	
  maintain	
  the	
  land	
  that	
  the	
  hospital	
  wants	
  to	
  
buy	
  and	
  which	
  Kingwood	
  Place	
  West	
  asserts	
  “we	
  had	
  nothing	
  to	
  do	
  with.”	
  If	
  KSA’s	
  contribuFon	
  to	
  this	
  area	
  was	
  smaller	
  than	
  
Kingwood	
  Place	
  West’s,	
  why	
  did	
  TxDOT	
  refer	
  the	
  hospital	
  to	
  KSA?	
  

Although	
  KSA	
  members	
  do	
  not	
  agree	
  on	
  everything,	
  it	
  should	
  be	
  noted	
  that	
  they	
  do	
  agree	
  on	
  entries.	
  There	
  were	
  ten	
  votes	
  taken	
  
during	
  this	
  seven	
  year	
  period	
  on	
  various	
  design	
  and	
  funding	
  issues.	
  Virtually	
  all	
  of	
  them	
  were	
  unanimous…in	
  favor	
  of	
  the	
  
beauFficaFon	
  project,	
  despite	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  cosFng	
  us	
  hundreds	
  of	
  thousands	
  of	
  dollars.	
  Neither	
  Kingwood	
  Place	
  West	
  nor	
  
the	
  hospital	
  supported	
  KSA	
  in	
  this	
  effort.	
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In	
  total,	
  KSA	
  spent	
  $491,000	
  to	
  beauFfy	
  the	
  entries	
  aAer	
  highway	
  reconstrucFon.	
  

Of	
  this,	
  KSA	
  CA’s	
  contributed	
  $431,000	
  and	
  local	
  businesses	
  contributed	
  another	
  
$60,000.	
  

In	
  addiFon	
  to	
  that,	
  we’ve	
  spent	
  almost	
  another	
  million	
  dollars	
  on	
  maintenance,	
  just	
  
since	
  this	
  project	
  began.	
  

The	
  total	
  contributed	
  by	
  Kingwood	
  associaFons	
  and	
  businesses	
  exceeds	
  $1.4	
  million.	
  

That	
  does	
  not	
  include	
  the	
  thousands	
  of	
  hours	
  donated	
  by	
  Kingwood	
  volunteers	
  who	
  
CONTRIBUTED	
  their	
  Fme	
  so	
  generously	
  to	
  preserve	
  and	
  beauFfy	
  Kingwood’s	
  entries.	
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In	
  conclusion,	
  KSA	
  is	
  not	
  anF-­‐hospital.	
  But	
  we	
  ARE	
  pro-­‐preservaFon.	
  These	
  aren’t	
  just	
  any	
  
trees	
  that	
  the	
  hospital	
  wants	
  to	
  cut	
  down.	
  They’re	
  the	
  front	
  door	
  of	
  the	
  community.	
  

Kingwood	
  residents	
  and	
  businesses	
  invested	
  more	
  than	
  $1.4	
  million	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  decade	
  to	
  
preserve,	
  beauFfy	
  and	
  maintain	
  NATURAL	
  entries	
  that	
  invite	
  people	
  into	
  the	
  LIVABLE	
  FOREST.	
  

Further,	
  we	
  conFnue	
  to	
  maintain	
  the	
  entries	
  despite	
  receiving	
  no	
  financial	
  support	
  from	
  HCA	
  
or	
  Kingwood	
  Place	
  West.	
  

The	
  KSA	
  board	
  will	
  vote	
  on	
  whether	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  hospital	
  request	
  in	
  its	
  July	
  21st	
  meeFng.	
  

Now	
  that	
  you	
  know	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  KSA’s	
  contribuFons	
  to	
  Kingwood’s	
  entries,	
  you	
  may	
  also	
  be	
  
interested	
  in	
  learning	
  more	
  about	
  what	
  the	
  hospital	
  hopes	
  to	
  do	
  with	
  the	
  land.	
  They	
  DO	
  HAVE	
  
opFons	
  to	
  expand	
  that	
  don’t	
  involve	
  cumng	
  down	
  trees,	
  destroying	
  the	
  entry,	
  and	
  semng	
  a	
  
dangerous	
  precedent	
  for	
  other	
  corners.	
  	
  

Learn	
  more	
  by	
  reading	
  our	
  fact	
  sheet	
  on	
  this	
  subject.	
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